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1. The present Csechoslovak Circle (Ceskoslovensky Krouzek) at 214 Avenue Hol Albert

4n Shanghai ws organized 4n 1936 and functioned as a regular club, In 1939,
after the declaration of war on Germany by Oreat Britaln, the Czechoslovak Circle

f20 /L ‘n Shanghai became the unofficial ergan for the "Free Czechs™ headed by the exiled
Csechoalovak Government in London. Nembers of the Csechoslovak Circle in Shanghai

/2. 27 @4 not recognise Csechoslovakia under the German ocenpatlon (during which wore
erested the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia and the Independent Slovak State.
They did not aprly for Protectorate passports and in such matters considered themselv::
under the jurisdiction of the Czechoslovak Consulate in Bombay, India. Prior to
the cutbreak of the Pacific War, members of the Exscutive Committee of the
Caechoslovak Circle in Shanghai carried out registration, issued varlous certifi-
eates, and performed benevolent work in Shanghai among Csechoslovak Jewish refugees
from Burope. ‘

2. After the outbreak of the Pacific War, the Csechoslovak Circle in Shanghai was
instructed by the Japaness authorities to act as the reprssentative organization
of all Czechoslovak residents in Shanghai and to render assistance to the local
asthorities under the Japaneae in all matters concerning Csechoslovaks. During
World War II the Exscutive Comnittee of the Czechoslovak Circle in Shanghai
sonsisted of the following: :

. Bwald Jan Stembera, chairmanj owner of the Physical Institute at 215/28
' Medhurst Roed, which he i1s still operating. ‘
Josef Novotny, tressurer; formerly a stage barberj since returned to
Cgechoslovakia via the USSR; his wife while in Shanghai was employed as a radio
operator with TA3S,
Tomas Pavlica, secretary; addrass, 1276/5 Avenus Joffre
Leopold Howvak, member; accountant for the Shanghai branch of the Bata Shoe
Campany, Limited, of 3inga Shanghal mim 741/28 Bue Ratard.
Nt antn _{enan oL Pexre -

aar: agoress

25X1A

Dae ho! 1088 [JA3sOn OTK 8 SUTLS AULI0] L TV W TIE\- Y 13-
. Ogechoslovak Circle. An Antonin Duchon advertises as a newspaper and magagzine
o5x1s  @slesman in Hgvostd Dnya, Soviet Russian-language daily in Shanghai).

Josef Horsiy, member; a motorcar salesman whose present sddress is

1023 Chungcheng Road (Avenue Foch).
note: At this address, the Shanghai Telephons Directory lists a
. . In L. Horsky is listed as the leader of the Pro-Soviet
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Nost of the above persons ware supporters of President Benss during World ’-‘-‘a.r.II
and performed considerable work in Shunghai defending the interests of the
Czechoslovek commurdty. .

During the Japanese occupetion of Shanghal, Cgechoslovok Jewish people residing
In tho "Dosignated Area” of the Honghew District of Shanghal organized the so~
callod Csechoslovek District Associntion with the patronage of the Japanese
sutharities. This Association had aprroximately 250 members ond was at 43 Chusun
Roed. The chalmacn of the Assoolation was Dr. Favel ihrlich, who rosided at

56 Ward Roedj he was Lnown as & Soviet gympathizer. Alfred Stossler, 599/72
Tongshan Boad, waa secrotary and liaison officer betwsen the Associatien and

the Czochoslovnk Circle.

During World Yer II tho Csechoslovak comunity in Shanghal was divided into two
groupst (1) about 100 persons took pasupoits of the Protectorste of Bohemia and
loravia, which gave the halders the posuibAlity of receiving financial ecsistance
from the Jerman Consulate General and facilitated their obtaining employmont.

Dr. Seba (Sheba), Csmechoslovak Agbassador to China, hended over the archives of
bis office to the German legation in China after the occupation of Czechoslovakia
by the Germana; this factor induced many Ceechoslovaks to teke Protectorate pass—
ports. After the capitulation of Japan, most of theae 100 gradually
obtained Czechoal pasaports. {2) The other group supported the Czechoslovak
Govermmont-in-exile. The Czechoslovak Jowish organization, the Association of
Caechoslovak Citdzens in tho *Designated Ares' of Hongkow District of Shanghai,
was closed after the capitulation of Japan. ,

In 1942 when Moscow arganised the Czechoslovuk Brigade under General Svoboda in
the USSR and the All-Slav Union under the chairmanship of Major Generel Gundurov,
& pro-Soviet fasling began to be noticed in the Shanghai Czechoslovak cammunity.
At tho Soviet Citisens! Club in Shanghai, the Shanghal TAS3 office crganized a
branch of the All-Slav Union with Czechoslovak, Palish, Yugoslav and Ulkranian
sactions. The Cuechoslovek section was headed by the late Major Jarcslav Stepan,
Coaunsellor of the Czechoslovak Legation; in this mection were secret members of
she Czechoslovak Free Movement and porsons connected with De Gaulle's Free
France Movement. The pro-3oviet elemsnt of the Czechoslowalt section were led by
Dr. Pavel Ehrlich, Czechoslovek Jewish refugee who has left Shanghei. for the
United States (see paragraph 3); and a Mr. Zinger, who has left Shanghai for
Caechoslovakia, where he 1a said to have joined the Communist Farty of Czech-
oslovekin. Zinger was on friendly terms with Ehrlich in Shanghai and these two

men reportedly correspond at present.

After the capitulation of Japen and the return to Fraha of the Govermment-in-exile.
mambors of the Excoutive Caunittes of the Czechoslovak Cirele in Shanghai gradually .
resigned and were replaced by & now cammittee, Considerable influence was exerted
in this committee Yy yadical pro-Soviet Czechoslovak refugees in Shanghai, same

of whom had remained Pstatolcss® citizens during the Japunese ocoupation.

Ab present thera are about 25C members of the Cgechoslovek Cirole in Shanghai.

Qf these 150 are longtime members and the remainder joimed the Circle after the
eapitulation of the Japaness. Most of the latter were Czechoelavak Jewish refugees,
part of wham have left for the United States and part have returned to Czech~
oalovekia. According to information received in Shanghei, many of those who
returned to Czechoslovakia have jJoined the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia or
have become Comnunist sympathizers in order to obtain governmment jobs.
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At present the Czechoslovak corpunity in Shanghal is united by the Czechoslovak
Circle. Its Dwncutive Camittoe includes the following persona:

Semnel Domath, chalrman; Cgochoslovalt Jewish refugeo, formoer vice chairman.
He beoamo chairm n after the rasignation of J. lorelgy, vho had roploced
Jan Gottwald as choirman., He is schoduled to loave 3hanghai fer the Unilted States
and is congidered anti-Soviot.

8, K. Rezac (also reported as J. Resac and A. B. Bssek), seoretary} a longtime
reaident of Shanghal and the assistont mansger of Qmipol Trading Company.

H. K. Drasdil, treasurar, vho recently resigned; member of tho Dyea department
of Olivier-Chine (S.A.), French export-impert firm at 95 Museum Road, Shanghai.

V. V. Shick (Schick), merhnr; a partner in International Supplisrs Corperation
of China, import-export firm with officas at. 233 Nanking Road, Shanghel; a long-
time Cgechoslovak Jewish resident of Shanghalj during the Civil iar in Russio
hemannberofﬂquhcalovakLegioninSiberin

Bodo (first nam> unknown), member; CzZechoslovak Jewish refugee, employes of

a French firm.

Zink (first nsme unknown), member; former member of the Czechoslovak Legion
in Siberia and loter an employee of the former French Municipal Council in

Stoiner (first name unknown), member; C: echoslovek Jesrigh refugee, accountant,

for Henningsen Produce Campany, head office 51 Ewangtung Road

V. Hirdlicka, member; employes of Bata Shoe Company; son oi' a former captain
of the Czechoslovalc Legion in Siberia.

Jiricek, member; manager of Bata Shoa Company; during the Pacific War he
participated in the defensc of Hongkong as a member of tho Valunteer Corps and
leter mas interned.

The Czechoslovak Legation in China is headed by Dr. lelek, Minister, and the
following mombera: Dam (?), secretary, who also acts as a consul at Shonghed,
visiting Shanghal periodically; Heil, second sacretary; and Malinovsky, cocmercial
attache. Prior to World ifar II, Malinovelky was secretary of the Cezechoslovak
Legation at Singapore and later a consul there,
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